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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD

[6001] The present invention relates to a catalyst for
combusting hydrogen (including isotope hydrogen)inthe
air cantaining iodine, and in particular, provides a hydro-
gen combustion catalyst which is hardly subjected to in-
fluence of moisture in an atmosphere and water gener-
aled by hydrogen combustion and which exhibits a slight
decrease in aclivity by icdine.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In recent years, many atomic power stations
have been considering installation of a hydrogen com-

bustion apparatus (hydrogen recombiner) as a measure

for preventing hydrogen explosion of a nuclear reactor
building at the time of a severe accident. The hydrogen
combustion apparatus is equipment for causing hydro-
gen to undergo oxidation combustion {recombination) to
water (water vapor) and for reducing a hydrogen concen-
tration in a gas, and is expected as an effective measure
for preventing hydrogen explosion evenin a state of pow-
er loss at the time of an accident, hecause the apparatus
does not require a power source.

[0003] A well-known hydrogen combustion catalyst to
be used in the hydrogen combustion apparatus includes
ane in which a precious metal such as platinum or pal-
ladium is supported as catalyst metal on a suitable car-
rier. In addition, the application described above nw re-
quires measures for moisture {water mist, water vapor)
in the air and water generated by a hydragen combustion
reaction. Because, when these kinds of moisture are ad-
sorbed to a catalyst, they cover an active site of the cat-
alyst metal, which becomes a factor of decrease in ac-
tivity.

[0004] Therearesome hydrogen combustion catalysts
to which resistance against moisture in an atmosphere
has been given. For example, there is also one in which
a hydrophobic resin such as styrene - divinylbenzene
copolymer {SDB) is applied to a carrier. Furthermore, the
present applicant disclosed hydrogen combustion cata-
lysts to which hydrophobicity was given by using an in-
organic oxide such as silica or alumina as a carrier and
madifying a hydroxyl group on the carrier surface with
organic silane (PTL 1). These hydrophobic catalysts
shows suppressed adsorption of water in an atmosphere
and can exert hydrogen combustion capability without a
decrease in a calalytic activily even under a wet environ-
ment.
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PTL 1:  Japanese Patent No. 4807536

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0006] Incidentally, among severe accidents in an
atomic power station, what is particularly concerned
about is core meltdown. Generation of a large quantity
of radioactive iodine is predicted at the time of core melt-
down, and the catalyst poisoning by iodine becomes a
problem recently.

[0007] In view of this, regarding a2 hydrogen combus-
tion catalyst, there is no report that clarifies a measure
for iodine poisoning in consideration of the use in an
alomic power station. That is, the above-described hy-
drogen combustion catalyst having a carrier of a hydro-
phaobic resin does not consider the problem of iodine pal-
soning at all, and, in addition to this, since the resin being
the carrier is an organic substance and is combustible,
there is aninherent problem that the resinis hard to appliy
to hydrogen combustion. Furthermore, the hydrogen
combustion catalyst described in PTL 1 undergoes gen-
eration of catalyst poisoning in an icdine-containing at-
maosphere to thereby cause a decrease in activity, al-
though the catalyst does not generate a concernforcom-
bustion of the carrier and exerts hydrogen combustion
capability. The decrease in activity is seenevenina case
where reaction temperature is raised, and thus the de-
crease can not be handled by adjustment of reaction con-
ditions.

[0008] Accordingly, the present invention provides a
hydrogen combustion catalyst which treats a gas that
contains iodine and hydrogen, and which Is capable of
maintaining hydrogen combustion reaction without influ-
ence of catalyst poisoning by iodine in addition to not
being affected by moisture, and a manufacturing method
of the hydrogen combustion catalyst.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM

[0009] The present invention that solves the above-
described problem is a hydrogen combustion catalystin-
cluding a catalyst metal supported on a carrier made of
an inorganic oxide, wherein: a functional group having
al least one alky! group with three or less carbon atoms
is bonded fo a terminal of a hydroxyl group on the carrier
surface by substitution; platinum and palladium are sup-
ported as the catalyst metal; and a chlorine content is
300 ppm to 2,000 ppm per 1 mass% of the total supported
amount of a supported amount of platinum and a sup-
ported amount of palladium.

[0010] Itis confirmed that platinum and palladium have
hydrogen combustion capability even in a singly suppoit-
ed state, but exhibit a decrease in the ability when iodine
is contained in a gas to be treated. However, a study by
the present inventors revealed that catalysts in which
platinum and palladium concurrently exist can mitigate
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influence of lodine on catalyst poisoning and can sup-
press a decrease in activity. That s, a first characteristic
of the present Invention lles in that platinum and pallad|-
um are concurrently supperted as a catalyst metat for
treating an iodine-containing gas.

[0011] In addition, a second characteristic of the
presentinvention lies in that a certain amount of chlorine
is contained in a catalyst. Chlorine belongs to halogen
as is the case foriodine, and is considered as an element
that is easily adsorbed to a precious metal and becomes
a factor of catalyst poison. The cause for generating a
mitigating action of iodine poisoning by containing such
chlorine is not clear. In this regard, the presentinventors
estimate that, when a small amount of chlorine is left on
a precious metal surface of a catalyst, although certain
performance degradation exists, an adhesive force of an-
other halegen (iodine) weakens and accumulation of io-
dine on the whole precious metal surface is unlikely to
take place, with the result that influence by iedine is mit-
igated. Usually, chlorine is often avoided depending on
a reaction system to which a catalyst is applied, but in
the presentinvention, the above-described action of chlo-
rine is actively utilized. In addition, for that purpose, the
inclusion of a certain amount of chlorine is an indispen-
sable configuration.

[0012] Hereinafter, respective configurations of the
present invention will be explained In more detail. The
hydrogen combustion catalyst according to the present
invention uses, as a prerequisite, an inorganic oxide as
a carrier, and, further, one in which a hydroxy! group on
the carrier surface has been madified with a prescribed
functional group and has been hydrophobized is applied.
The reason why an inarganic oxide is applied as a carrier
is that there is no risk of ignition even when local heating
by reaction heat is generated in a catalyst layer, and that
there is no fear of radiation damage by a radioactive ma-
terial. From this standpoint, a carrier made of resin cannot
stand up to both heat and radiation, and has some con-
cern about durability. In addition, preferably, inorganic
oxides to be a carrier include alumina, silica, silica-alu-
mina, zeolite, zirconia and titania, These inorganicoxides
have been conventionally utilized as a catalyst carrier,
and are excellent in porosity and heat resistance. Note
that no particular limitation is imposed on the shape of a
carrier. The carrier is ordinarily cylindrical or pellet-
shaped sphere, but, in addition to these, these inarganic
oxides are coated on a suitable support in a haneycomb,
screen shape or the like, and the coating layer is used
as a carrier in some cases. Note that, as to preferable
physical properties of a carrier, a specific surface area
is 70 to 300 m2/g, average pore diameter is 5 to 100 nm,
and pore volume is 0.3 to 1.0 mL/g.

[0013] Inaddition, in the present invention, the above-
described inorganic oxide In a hydrophobized state is
applied as a carrier. The present invention depends on
the proposition that a hydrogen gas that contains mois-
ture (including water generated by hydrogen combus-
tion) is treated, and hydrophobization of a carrier is nec-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

essary for suppressing decrease in activity by the water.
Here, a madification treatment for hydrophobizing a car-
rier is to substitute a hydrogen part in a hydroxyl group
{OH group) on the inorganic oxide surface with a func-
tional group having an alkyl group. The functional group
thatmodifies a hydroxyl group has at least one alkyl group
at a terminal. The reason why a terminal of a hydroxyl
group on the carrier surface is converted to an alkyl group
is the alkyl group is excellent in an effect of lowering po-
larity of the carrier surface to thereby make it possible to
discharge a water molecule rapidly without adsorption of
the water molecule to the carrier. [n addition, the number
of carbons in the alky! group is required to be 3 or less
{a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group). The
humber of carbons in the alkyl group exerts an influence
on heat resistance to hydrophobization effect of a cata-
lyst. A carrier medified with an alkyl group having a car-
bon number of more than 3 {(a butyl group etc.) tends to
lose hydrophobicity under high temperatures, and brings
about moisture adsorption and catalyst deactivation due
to the tendency. The heat resistance is not a direct prob-
lem in the present invention that premises a low temper-
alure reaction, but should be avoided because uneven-
ness of a reaction is generated when local temperature
rise by reaction heat is caused in the catalyst layer. How-
ever, a functional group may have at [zast 1 alkyl group,
and may have a plurality of alkyl groups.

[0014] Moreover, organic silane having an alkyl group
is preferable as a functional group that modifies a hy-
droxyl group. This is because the organic silane having
an alkyl group has various forms and excellent reactivity
for a hydroxyl group, as afunctional group having an alky!
group. Concrete examples of the functional groups will
be described in a manufacturing method below.

[0015] Platinum and palladium are concurrently sup-
ported as catalyst metal on a hydrophobized inorganic
oxide carrier. As described abave, a state that can miti-
gate lodine poisoning and can suppress a decrease In
activity of hydrogen combustion is limited to a state where
platinum and palladium are concurrently supported. It is
considered that the platinum and palladium onthe carrier
are supported in a state of being alloyed or in a state of
being close to each other to thereby exert a mitigating
action of iodine poisoning. From this angle, platinum
alone or palladium alone does not exert a suppression
effect of iodine poisoning.

[0016] Regarding supported amounts of platinum and
palladium being catalyst metals, the total supported
amount of platinum and palladium is preferably 0.1
mass% to 5.0 mass% based on the total mass of the
catalyst (the total mass of the inorganic oxide in a state
of being modified with a functional group, and catalyst
metal}. Note that, when the catalyst according to the
present invention is used by having it coated and stacked
on a structure such as a metal honeycomb, the total sup-
ported amount of platinum and palladium is preferably
adjusted to be 0.5 to 10 g/L per volume of the structure.
However, in this case, It is a prerequisite that the total
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supported amount of platinum and palladium should be
set to be 0.1 mass% fo 5.0 mass% relative to the total
mass of the catalyst (the total mass of the inorganic oxide
in a state of being modified with a functional group, and
catalyst metal) to be coated on the structure.

[0017] Furthermore, a ratio of supported amounts be-
tween platinum and palladium on the carrier is preferably
setin arange of 12:1 to 1:12 in terms of motar ratio (plat-
inum: palladium). This is because of exhibiting a suitable
supported state of platinum and palladium (alloying,
close supporting).

[0018] In addition, the hydrogen combustion catalyst
according to the present invention requires inclusion of
chlorine in a certain range. Concretely, the chlorine con-
tent is required to be 300 ppm to 2000 ppim per 1 mass%
of the total supported amount of a supported amount of
platinum and a supported amount of palladium. When
the chlorine content is less than 300 ppm per 1 mass%
of the total supported amount of platinum and palladium,
the suppression effect of iodine poisoning cannot be ob-
served. On the other hand, when the chlerine content
exceeds 2000 ppm per 1 mass% of the total supported
amount of platinum and palladium, poisoning of a metal
particle surface by chlorine becomes large, thereby not
giving sufficient catalyst performance. Note thatihe rea-
son why the preseription of the chlorine content is based
on the total supported amount of a supported amount of
platinum and a supported amount of paliadium is that a
necessary chlorine amaunt changes in accordance with
the amount of supported catalyst metal. For example,
when the total supported amount of platinum and palla-
dium is 1 mass%, chlorine of 300 ppm to 2000 ppm is
necessary, and when the total supported amount of plat-
inum and palladium is 1.5 mass%, chlorine of 450 ppm
to 3000 ppm becomes necessary. Note that, in the
present invention, the chlorine content shows a content
as chlorine atoms,

[0019] Next, a manufacturing method of the hydrogen
combustlion catalyst according to the present invention
will be explained. The catalyst manufacturing method ac-
cording to the present invention is roughiy classified into
a hydraphaobization step of bonding a functional group to
a hydroxyl group on a carrier surface by substitution, a
supporting step of supporting ions of platinum and pal-
ladium on the carrier, and a heat treatment step of heat-
treating the carrier to thereby reduce ions of platinum and
palladium.

[c020] In the hydrophobization step of a carrier, the
functional group is bonded to a hydroxyl group on the
carrier surface by substitution to thereby hydrophobize
a carrier, by immersing an inorganic oxide to be the car-
rier in & solution of a compound of a functional group
having an alkyl group with three or less carbon atoms at
a terminal. A silane inorganic surface modifier is prefer-
able as a compound for the hydrophobization, and a pref-
erable silane inorganic surface modifler having an alky!
group at a terminal includes any of trimethylmethoxysi-
lane, trimethylethoxysilane,  frimethylchlorosilane,
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dimethyldimethoxysilane, dimethyldiethoxysilane,
dimethyldichlorosilane, methyltrimethoxysilane, methyl-
triethoxysilane, methyitrichlorosilane, triethylmethoxysi-
lane, triethylethoxysilane, triethylchforosilane, diethyld-
imethoxysilane, diethyfdiethoxysilane, diethyldichlorosi-
lane, ethyltrimethoxysilane, ethyltriethoxysilane, ethyl-
trichlorasilane, tripropylmethoxysilane, tripropylethox-
ysilane, tripropylchlorosilane, dipropyldimethoxysilane,
dipropyldiethoxysilane, dipropyldichlorasilane, propyltri-
methoxysilane, propyltriethoxysilane and propylirichlo-
rosilane. Compounds having a propyl group include not
only linear ones but also branched ones.

[0021] As a concrete method of the carrier hydropho-
bization treatment, a carrier is immersed in a solution
obtained by dissclving the above-described compound
in a solvent. At this time, hydrogen In a hydroxyl group
on the carrier surface is substituted with a hydropheobic
functional group. After that, the carrier is taken out from
the solution and is suitably washed and dried. Note that
the catalyst according to the present invention Is prefer-
ably completely substituted with hydroxyl groups on the
carrier surface. The amount of a compound to be mixed
in the solution can be calculated from a coverage area
{m2/g) prescribed for the respective compounds, weight
{0) and a specific surface area (m2/g) of a carrier ({carrier
weight X carrier specific surface area)/coverage area of
a compeund), and, roughly, a compound of 1.0t0 100 g
relative to 100 g of the carrier is used. Further, a liquid
amount of the solution (solvent} is preferably set to an
amount allowing the carrier to be completely immersed.
[0022] The step of supporting a catalyst metal on the
hydrophobized carrier is, basically, the same as that In
a manufacturing method of a general catalyst. That is,
there is a method in which the carrier is brought into con-
tact with a solution of a metal compound of catalyst metal,
and, after that, an atomic metal is supported by a heat
treatment. Here, in the present hydrogen combustion cat-
alyst, the chlorine contentis required to be in a prescribed
range. In the present invention, as metal compounds,
solutions of a platinum compound and a palladium com-
pound are brought into contact with the carrier as metal
compounds, and in the present invention, chloride of plat-
inum is used as a platinum compound and chloride of
palladium is used as a palladium compound in order to
control concentration of chlorine. The purpose is to intro-
duce chlorine inio the catalyst by using a chlorinated com-
pound in a stage of a raw material.

[0023] Platinum compounds to be preferably used
here include platinum compounds such as chloroplatinic
acid, tetraammineplatinum dichloride, hexaammineplat-
inum tetrachloride, potassium chloroplatinate and plati-
num chloride. Furthermore, palladium chleride, dichloro-
diamminepalladium, tetraamminepalladium dichloride
and the like are preferable as palladium compounds.
These platinum compounds and palladium compounds
are braught into contact with (adsorbed to) the carrler in
a solution state, Compound concentration in the solution
is adjusted in accordance with an amount of the catalyst
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metal to be supported. Preferably the concentration of
the solution is set to 0.04 to 6.0 mass%. Furthermore, in
the presentinvention, since the carrler has hydrophobic-
ity, a polar organic sclvent such as alcohol Is preferably
applied as the solvent of the compound solution, but a
mixed solvent of water and a polar organic solvent is also
acceptable. In the mixed solvent, a volume ratio of wa-
ter/polar organic solvent is preferably 5 to 90, more pref-
erably 40 to 85. Note that amounts of platinum and pal-
ladium when a platinum compound solution and a palla-
dium compound solution are to be adsorbed to the carrier
is preferably set to 12:1 to 1:12 in terms of mole ratio, as
described above.

[0024] When a platinum compound solution and a pal-
ladium compound solution are to be adsorbed to the car-
rier, each of the compound solutions may be adsorbed
independently, and the order of the compound solutions
da not matter. Furthermore, a mixture of both compound
solutions may be adsorbed to the carrier. As to an ad-
sorbing methed of the solution, a carrier may be im-
mersed in the salution, ar the solution may be dropped
onto a carrier. "Simultaneous” supporting in the present
invention means a state where both platinum and palla-
dium are supported in a completed catalyst, and is not
intended to limit iming of supporting each catalyst metal
in a manufacturing process of a catalyst.

[0025] The platinum compound and the palladium
compound are adsorbed onto the carrier by bringing the
platinum compeound solution and the palladium com-
pound solution into contact with a carrier. After that, the
respective ions are reduced to thereby generate atomic
platinum and palladium, by suitably performing drying
and heat treatment. Furthermore, in the process of the
heat treatment, rearrangement of platinum atoms and
palladium atoms is generated, and a suitable supporling
state such as alloying or close supporting of these is ex-
pressed. [n addition, in the present invention, content of
chlorine in the catalyst Is controlled by adjusting heat
treatment conditions. Heating caused by the heat treat-
ment brings about volatilization of chlorine introduced in
a stage of a raw material, and too much heat treatment
causes chlorine to fall helow a prescribed content.
[0026] Astotheheat treatment condilion, a particularly
necessary matter is setting of a heat treatment temper-
ature. When heat treatment temperature is high, a cata-
lyst having a low chlorine content is obtained by exces-
sive volatilization of chlorine. On the other hand, when
heat treatment temperature is low, reduction and a suit-
able supporting state of platinum and palladium hardly
progress. According to the examination by the present
inventors, the temperature of 150 to 280°C is set as a
heat treatment temperature that ensures a balance be-
tween the reduction and securement of the chlorine con-
tent. When temperature exceeds the range, disappear-
ance of chlorine becomes intense and control of the chlo-
rine content in a prescribed range becomes hard. Note
that the heat treatment temperature is particularly pref-
erably set to 150 to 250°C for adjusting the chlorine con-
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tent.

[0027] Furthermore, the heat treatment is required to
be performed under an appropriate reduction atmos-
phere. Examples of suitable heat treatment atmospheres
include a mixed gas atmosphere that contains 1 to 10
volume% of hydrogen, and an inert gas (such as nitrogen
or argon) as the residual part. Regarding the mixed gas,
disappearance of chlorine Increases in an atmosphere
with an excessively high hydrogen concentration, and
thus 10 volume% is setto the upper limit of the hydrogen
concentration. Note that heat treatment time is preferably
set to 0.5 to 10 hours. The heat treatment time of less
than 0.5 hours does not generate sufficient catalyst met-
al, and the heat treatment time of more than 10 hours
lowers the content of chlorine even at the above-de-
scribed heat freatment temperature,

[0028] The hydrogen combustion catalyst according to
the present invention described above does not require
healing for suppressing adsorplion of water generated
by hydrogen combustion reaction and water in an atmos-
phere, and can cause a hydrogen combustion reaction
to continue at relatively low temperatures. Furthermore,
in the hydregen combustion catalyst according to the
present invention, a decrease in activity by catalyst poi-
soning is suppressed even when lodine is included In an
atmosphere. Concretely, a treating method of a hydro-
gen-containing gas using the present hydrogen combus-
tion catalyst is effective even when a hydrogen-contain-
ing gas to be treated contains moisture of the amount of
saturated vapor at the reaction temperature. Moreover,
it is also effective for a hydrogen-containing gas having
an iedine concentration of 0.01 to 20 ppm. Note that the
reaction temperature can be set to 10 to 500°C.

ADVANTAGEQUS EFFECTS OF INVENTION

[0029] As described above, in the hydrogen combus-
tion catalyst according to the present invention, the con-
figuration of the catalyst metal is optimized, and the chlo-
rine content in the catalyst is set in a suitable range. Ac-
cordingly, even when iodine is contained in a gas to be
treated, hydrogen combustion can be continuously per-
formed without a large decrease in activity. Furthermore,
the catalyst according to the present invention presup-
poses use of a carrier having hydrophabicity, and a de-
crease in activity by moisture is also suppressed.
[0030] In addition, the hydrogen combustion catalyst
according to the present invention can be applied to var-
lous kinds of equipment for hydrogen combustion. In par-
ticular, it s useful as a catalyst mounted to a hydrogen
combustion apparatus (hydrogen recombiner) in an
atomic power station.

[0031] Moreover, the present inventive hydrogen com-
bustion catalyst is also effective for combustion of deu-
terium (D2} and tritium (T} which are isotopes of hydro-
gen. These hydrogenisolopes may be treated in nuclear-
related facilities such as nuclear fusion generation facil-
ities, and the hydrogen combustion catalyst can be ap-
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plied also to hydrogen combustion apparatuses set up
in these facilities.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0032]

Figs. 1A and 1B show results of hydrogen combus-
tion tests of hydrogen catalysts according to Exam-
ples 1to 5.

Figs. 2A and 2B show results of hydrogen combus-
tion tests of hydrogen catalysts according to Com-
parative Examples 1 to 5.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0033] Hereinafter, the bestembodimentin the present
invention will be explained. In the present embodiment,
silica having been subjected to hydrophobization treat-
ment was set as a carrier, and a hydrogen combustion
catalyst was manufactured by supporting platinum and
palladium on the silica.

[0034] Example 1: First, 100 g of a silica carrier (spe-
cific surface area: 230 m2/g) was prepared as a carrier,
and was subjected to a hydrophobization treatment, The
hydrophobization treatment was performed by adding a
mixed liguid of 40 g of methyltirimethoxysilane, 50 g of
pure water and 50 g of ethanol to the silica carrier and
by shaking and stirring the same, After a lapse of one
day, the resultant substance was taken out and washed
with pure water, and then, was dried at 200°C. Priorto a
treatment, the carrier was washed with pure water, and
was immersed in an ethanol solution of each of silane
inorganic surface modifiers {concentration: 15 wt%) for
24 hours. Then, the carrier was taken out, washed with
pure water, and then dried at 200°C. Note that increase
in weight by the silane treatment in this case was about
12%.

[0035] Next, 50 g of a chioroplatinic acid ethanol solu-
tion (Pt concentration; 1.46 mass%, which corresponds
to 0.73 g of platinum) and 50 g of a palladium chloride
solution {Pd concentration: 0.80 mass%, which corre-
sponds to 0.40 g of palladium) were added, as a mixed
liquid, to the sllica carrier having been subjected to the
hydrophebization treatment and were impregnated (sup-
porting ratio between platinum and palladium was 1:11in
maleratio). After that, ethanol was vaporized with a rotary
evaporator, and the carrier was then setin a column, and
3 volume% hydrogen gas (N, balance) was flown at
230°C for 2 hours to thereby perform reduction, and a
hydrogen combustion catalyst was manufactured,
[0036] Furthermore, a chlorine content was measured
as to the hydrogen combustion catalyst manufactured as
described above. The measurement of the chlorine con-
tent was performed by sufficiently crushing the catalyst
into a powder with an agate mortar, and by measuring a
chlerine content in the powder through the use of a cou-
lometric chlorine analyzer. From the analysis, the meas-
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urement value of the chiorine content of the hydrogen
combustion catalyst according to the Example was 1000
ppm. In addition, since the total supported amount of the
catalyst metal (platinum, palladium) in the hydrogen com-
bustion catalyst manufactured in the Example is 1.0
mass%, the chlorine content per 1 wi% of the total sup-
ported amount of platinum and palfadium in the catalyst
is 1000 ppm.

[0037] Example 2; In Example 1, a catalyst was man-
ufaclured by setting the hydrogen concentration in a re-
duction atmosphere to be 10 volume% as a heat treat-
ment condition after impregnating a compound solution
of platinum and palladium. Other manufacturing condi-
tions are the same as those in Example 1. The chlorine
content of the catalyst manufactured in this Example 2
was 400 ppm per 1 wt% of the total supported amount
of platinum and palladium.

[0038] Example 3:In Example 1, a heattreatmenttem-
perature was set as low as 180°C while setting the hy-
drogen concentration to be 3 volume% in the same way
as in Example 1 as a heat treatment condition after im-
pregnating the compound solution of platinum and pal-
ladium. Other manufacturing conditions are the same as
those in Example 1, The chlorine ion concentration of the
catalyst manufactured in this Example 3 was 1500 ppm
per 1 wt% of the total supported amount of platinum and
palladium.

[0039] Example 4: Inthis Example 4, aratio {mole ratio)
of supported amounts between platinum and palladium
being catalyst metals is changed relative to Example 1
(Pt:Pd = 1:1). In the Example 4, when impregnating a
chloroplatinic acid ethanel salution and a palladium chlo-
ride solution, Pt concentration in a chloroplatinic acid so-
lution was set to 0.35 mass% and Pd concentration In a
palladium chloride solution was set to 1.91 mass%. The
use amount of each solutionwas set to 50 g (correspond-
ing to 0.175 g of platinum and carresponding to 0.955 g
of palladium) in the same way as in Example 1. A ratio
of supported amounts between platinum and paltadium
is Pt:Pd=1:10interms of mole ratio, Other manufacturing
conditions including the heat treatment condition were
set {o the same as lhose in Example 1. The total sup-
ported amountof the catalyst metal (platinum, palladium)
in the catalystmanufactured here is 1 mass%. Inaddition,
the chlorine content of the catalyst was 1000 ppm per 1
wi% of the total supported amount of platinum and pal-
ladium.

[0040] Example 5: in contrast to Example 4, a ratio of
supported amounts between platinum and palladium is
set to PtPd = 10:1 in terms of mole ratio. In the present
Example, when impregnating a chloroplatinic acld etha-
nol solution and a palladium chloride solution, a Pt con-
centration in a chloroplatinic acid solution was set to
2.142 mass% and a Pd concentration in a palladium chlo-
ride solution was sef to 0.116 mass%. The use amount
of each solution was set to 50 g {corresponding to 1.071
g of platinum and corresponding to 0.058 g of palladium)
in the same way as in Example 1. Other manufacturing
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conditions including the heat treatment condition were
set to the same as those in Example 1. The total amount
of the suppoarted catalyst metal (platinum, palladium) in
the catalyst manufactured here is 1 mass%. In addition,
the chlerine content of the catalyst was 600 ppm per 1
wi% of the total supported amount of platinum and pal-
ladium.

[0041] Comparative Example 1: In Comparative Ex-
ample for the above Example, acetylacetonate complex-
es (bis(acetylacetonate}platinum ({I1), bis(acetylaceto-
nate)palladium (I1}) not containing chlorine were used as
a platinum compound and a palladium compound to be
raw materials of catalyst metal. As a platinum compound
solution, 50 g of an ethanol sclution of bis{acetylaceto-
nate)platinum (Pt concentration: 1.46 mass%, corre-
sponding to 0.73 g of platinum), and 50 g of an ethanol
solution of bis{acetylacetonate)palladium (Pd concentra-
tion: 0.80 mass%, comresponding to palladium 0.40 g)
were impregnated into the same hydrophobized silica
carrier as in Example 1, which was used as a catalyst in
the same process as in Example 1. Heat treatment con-
ditions were set to 230°C and 2 hours. The chlorine con-
tent of the catalyst manufactured in this Comparative Ex-
ample was 10 ppm per 1 wi% of the total supported
amount of platinum and palladium.

[0042] Comparative Example 2: In the Comparative
Example, as compared with the above Example 1, a cat-
alyst was manufactured by setting a hydrogen concen-
tration as high concentration as 30 volume% as to a heat
treatment condition afler impregnating the compound so-
lution of platinum and palladium. Other manufacturing
conditions are the same as those in Example 1. The chlo-
rine content of the catalyst manufactured in the Compar-
ative Example was 50 ppm per 1 wt% of the total sup-
ported amount of platinum and palladium.

[0043] Comparative Example 3: In the Comparative
Example, a heat treatment condition after the impregna-
tion of the compound solution is set to high temperature.
Heat treatment conditions were set so as to be a heat
treatment temperature of 300°C while setting a hydrogen
concentration to 3 volume% that is the same as in Ex-
ample 1. Other manufacturing cenditions are the same
as those in Example 1. Chlerine ion concentration of the
catalyst manufactured in the Comparative Example was
200 ppm per 1 wt% of the total supported amount of plat-
inum and palladium.

[0044] Comparative Examples4 and 5: Inorder to con-
firm the significance of supporting platinum and palladi-
um at the same time as the configuration of catalyst met-
al, catalysts supporting platinum alone (Comparative Ex-
ample 4) and paltadium alone {(Comparative Example 5)
were manufactured. Basic manufacturing processes
were similar to those in Example 1, but either a platinum
compound solution alone or a palladium compound so-
lution alone was impregnated into a hydrophobized silica
carrier. After that, a heat reatment was performed under
the same condition as that in Example 1. Chlerine ion
concentrations of catalysts manufactured in these Com-
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parative Examples were 500 ppm (per 1 wt% of the sup-
ported amount of platinum: Comparative Example 4) and
1100 ppm {per 1 wt% of the supported amount of palla-
dium: Comparative Example 5).

[0045] Combustion performance of hydrogen mixture
was evaluated for each of catalysts manufactured in Ex-
amples 1 to 5 and Comparative Examples 1to 5. In a
hydrogen combustion test, hydrogen (H,) mixed gas that
contains hygroscopic moisture was inlroduced, as a re-
action gas, into a catalyst layer filled with 20 mL of each
catalyst immediately after the manufacture, hydrogen
concentrations in mixed gases before and after passing
through the catalyst layer were measured with gas chro-
matograph, and hydrogen combustion ratios at the re-
spective reaction temperatures were calculated. Calcu-
lation was performed as;

hydrogen combustion ratio = (hydrogen concentra-
tion before reaction - hydrogen concentration after
reactiony/hydrogen concentration before reaction x
100. Areaction gas to be introduced for use includes
two types, that is, a gas made into a moist condition
(water vapor concentration: 22000 ppm) by bubbling
a mixed gas of 1000 ppm of a hydrogen concentra-
tion (air balance) to pure water, and a gas made into
a moist condition (water vapor concentration: 22000
ppm, iodine gas concentration: 4 ppm) by bubbling
a similar mixed gas to fodine-saturated water (iodine
concentration: 0.33 g/L). Test conditions were setas
follows,

- Mixed gas flow rate: 1.6 NL/min

- 8V:4800h7

»  Reaction temperature: 100°C to 160°C

»  Test method: Temperature rising rate was set
lo 2 °Cimin, kept for 2 hours after reaching a
prescribed reaction temperature, and the reac-
tion gas was analyzed.

[0046] Figs. 1 and 2 show results of hydrogen com-
bustion test for the respective catalysts of Examples 1 to
5 and Comparative Examples 1 to 5. From Fig. 1, cata-
lysts according to Examples 1 to 5 exhibit a slight de-
crease in activity in the presence of moist iodine as com-
pared with a case of not containing odine, but the activity
rises along with the reaction temperature and the de-
crease In activity of hydrogen combustion is suppressed
as compared with the respective Comparative Examples.
The chlorine contentis appropriately adjustedin catalysts
in these Examples.

[0047] Furthermore, the ratic (mole ratio) between
supporled platinum and supported palladium at the time
of catalyst manufacturing was set in a range of 1:10 fo
10:1 (1:1 in Examples 1 to 3), and results were excellent
also in the case of these catalysls. Note that, although
chlorine contents are different when making a compari-
son between Examples 4 and 5 having the same heat
treatment condition, it is assumed that this is because
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adsorption capability for chlorine is different depending
on metal species (platinum, palladium), and it is consid-
ered that this is because an chlorine adsorption amount
by palladium is larger than that by platinum,

[0048] [ncontrast, when results of the respective Com-
parative Examples in Fig. 2 are referred to, first, in Com-
parative Example 1 (chlorine content: 10 ppm) in which
chloride as a raw material of a catalyst is not used, the
activity tends to decrease along with temperature rise in
the presence of iodine. This is because iodine poisoning
gradually progresses from the start of a reaction to there-
by lead to deactivation.

[0049] Furthermore, even when a chloride is used as
a raw material of a catalyst, in a case where chlorine
disappears in a manufacturing process, suppression of
iodine poisoning can not be observed, In Comparative
Example 2, a hydrogen concentration at the time of the
heat treatment was set as high as 30% and the catalyst
had a low chlerine content of 50 ppm, and the activity of
the catalyst also decreased with a lapse of reaction time.
In addition, Comparative Example 5 gives a catalyst hav-
ing a low chlorine content (chlorine content: 200 ppm) by
setting a heat treatment temperature to rather high tem-
perature (300°C), and the same also applies to the cat-
alyst.

[0050] However, even if a catalyst appropriately con-
tains chlorine, influence by iodine poisoning cannct be
avoided in the case where the catalyst does not support
both platinum and palladium concurrently as catalyst
metal, Comparative Examples 4 and 5 gave catalysts in
which platinum alone {Comparative Example 4, chlorine
content: 500 ppm}and palladium alone {Comparative Ex-
ample 5, chlorine content: 1100 ppm) were respectively
applied as calalyst metals, and decrease in activity
caused by iodine poisoning was observed in these cat-
alysts.

[0051] The maintenance of catalytic aclivity in an io-
dine-existing state Is an essential effect in the present
invention, and, for the purpose, it is necessary to set ap-
propriately both the configuration of catalyst metal and
chlorine content in a catalyst. It was confirmed that the
respective Comparative Examples not provided with
these were not suitable ones.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0052] As described, the hydrogen combustion cata-
lyst according to the present invention is a catalyst ob-
tained by suppressing catalyst poisoning by iodine in
combustion of hydrogen gas. In the catalyst according
ta the present invention, influence caused by moisture is
also eliminated. Accordingly, the present invention is
useful as a catalyst for a hydrogen combustion device in
nuclear power facilities,
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Claims

1. A hydrogen combustion catalyst comprising a cata-
lyst metal supported on a carrier composed of an
inorganic oxide, wherein;

afunctional group having at least one alkyl group
with three or less carbon atoms is bonded to a
terminal of a hydroxyl group on the carrier sur-
face by substitution;

platinum and palladium are supported as the
catalyst metal; and

a chlorine content is 300 ppm to 2,000 ppm per
1 mass% of a tolal supported amount of a sup-
ported amount of platinum and a supported
amount of paltadium.

2. The hydrogen combustion catalyst according to
claim 1, wherein the functional group bonded to a
hydroxyl group on the carrier surface Is an organic
silane.

3. The hydrogen combustion catalyst according to
claim 1 or 2, wherein the inorganic oxide constituting
the carrier is any of alumina, silica, silica-alumina,
zeolite, zirconia and titania.

4. The hydrogen combustion catalyst according to any
of claims 1 to 3, wherein the total supported amount
of a supported amount of platinum and a supported
amount of palladium is 0.1 to 5.0 mass% based on
mass of a whole catalyst,

5. A manufacturing method of the hydrogen combus-
tion catalyst, the hydrogen combustion catalyst be-
ing defined in any of claims 1 to 4, comprising:

a hydrophobization step of immersing an inor-
ganic oxide to be a carrier in a solution of a com-
pound containing a functional group having an
alkyl group with three or less carbon atoms ata
terminal, to thewreby bond the functional group
to a hydroxyl group on the carrier surface by
substitution;

a supporting step of bringing a platinum com-
pound solution and a palladium compound so-
lution into contact with the carrier after the hy-
drophabization step to thereby support a plati-
num ion and a palladium fon; and

a heat treatment step of heat-treating the carrier
after the supporting step to thereby reduce the
platinum ion and the palladium ion,

wherein:
in the supporting step, chloride of platinum is

used for the platinum compound solution and
chloride of palladium is used for the palladium
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compound solution; and

the heat treatment step Is to heat the carrier in a
reducing atmosphere at 150 to 280°C in tempera-
lure,

The manufacturing method of the hydrogen combus-
tion catalyst according to claim 5, wherein the com-
pound containing a functional group Is a silane inor-
ganic surface medifier.

The manufacturing method of the hydrogen combus-
tion catalyst according to claim 6, wherein the silane
inorganic surface modifier is any of trimethylmeth-
oxysilane, lrimethylethoxysilane, trimethylchlorosi-
lane, dimethyldimethoxysilane, dimethyldiethoxysi-
lane, dimethyldichlorosilane, methyltrimethoxysi-
lane, methyltriethoxysilane, methyltrichlorosilane,
triethylmethoxysilane, triethylethoxysilane, triethyl-
chlorosilane,  diethyldimethoxysiiane, diethyldi-
ethoxysilane, diethyldichlorosilane, ethyltrimethox-
ysilane, ethyliriethoxysilane, ethyltrichlorosilane,
tripropylmethoxysilane, tripropylethoxysilane, tripro-
pylchlorosilane, dipropyldimethoxysilane, dipro-
pyldiethoxysilane, dipropyldichlorosilane, propyitri-
methoxysilane, propyliriethoxysilane and propyl-
trichlorosilane.

The manufacturing method of the hydrogen combus-
tion catalyst according to any of claims 5 to 7, where-
in the reducing atmosphere in the heat treatment
step is a mixed gas in which hydrogen concentration
is 1 to 10 volume% and a residual partis aninert gas.

A hydrogen combustion method of causing a hydro-
gen-containing gas to pass through the hydrogen
combustion catalyst according to any of claims 1 to
4 and combusting hydrogen in the hydrogen-con-
taining gas, wherein:

the hydrogen-containing gas contains moisture
of not maore than an amount of saturated vapor
at reaction temperature and 0.01 ppm or more
of iodine; and

hydrogen is combusted while the reaction tempera-
ture is set to 10 to 500°C.
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